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Highlights: 
 

• Street Survival 2011 

 

• New Members! 

 

• Check  us out on Facebook! 

The club is now on Face-

book!!! If you have a Face-

book account, become a 

fan and you’ll get all of the 

updates and pictures that 

we post up to the Face-

book site.  We post up-

dates for events and trivia 

from time to time.   

 

Greetings BMWCCA Chapter Members, 

  

This year is off to a great start.  Our annual party in 

January was as fun as always, and the chapter was able to 

raise a total of $884 which was donated to a number of local 

charities.  Special thanks go out to Mike Washington for 

the BMW Trivia Game and communicating with our 

sponsors, and also to Mike Renner for taking the time to 

join us and speak about what's new at the Performance 

Center. 

  

Our social events through February and March were well 

attended, and the "usual suspects" are now finding 

themselves often joined by new faces.  While the attendees 

are from all walks of life, the common interest in cars and 

BMWs always makes for great conversation.  The last event 

even turned into a very successful clinic on repairing the 

old BMW keys with built in lights!  

  

A week before the writing of this article, the chapter held 

its annual Street Survival.  The class size was perfect and 

the feedback from all involved was extraordinarily 

positive.  Several students committed to attending again 

next year after learning so much in their first sessions. 

Many thanks to the volunteers who made it possible, and I 

would like to recognize the efforts of Don Searle and Mike 

Hagood for their hard work leading up to the event! 

  

In anticipation of the coming months, there are a number of 

events that I hope everyone will look forward to and 

enjoy!  Please check the calendar on the back of this issue 

for these events.  We're working very hard to keep all our 

members up to date on local Chapter activities as well as 

activities sponsored by other Chapters in the region.  The 

local Porsche Club of America Chapter has shared their 

Autocross schedule with us, and we're keeping their events 

up on our calendar for all who are interested. 

  

An important note for all of our new members.  If you 

haven't shared your e-mail address with the Club please do 

so at your earliest convenience.  The Chapter does not 

share your contact information with anyone else, and all of 

our notices about upcoming events are sent out by e-

mail.  E-mails go out once or twice a month.  Contact 

information can be given directly to the national office, or 

contact me at president@smokymtnbmwcca.org to have your 

e-mail address added to our distribution list. 

 

Thank you to everyone for your participation and support! 

  

Happy motoring, 

Aaron Bakos 

president@smokymtnbmwcca.org 
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BMW Model Quick Reference 

Courtesy of M-Series.com: 

 
E3—(1968-1977) 2.5, 2.8, 3.0, 3.3  E90—(2005-present) 3 series 

E9—(1969-1975) 2800CS, 3.0CS, 2.0CSL  E91—(2005-present) 3 series touring 

E12—(1972-1981) 5 Series  E92—(2006-present) 3 series coupe 

E21—(1975-1983) 3 Series  E93—(2007-present) 3 series conv. 

E23—(1977-1986) 7 Series  F01—(2008) 7 series 

E24—(1976-1989) 6 Series  F02—(2009) 7 series long wheelbase 

E26—(1978-1981) M1   F03—(2008) 7 series protection 

E28—(1981-1988) 5 series  F04—(2009) 8 series light base 

E30—(1982-1991) 3 series  F10—(2010) 5 series 

E31—(1990-1999) 8 series  F11—(2012) 5 series touring 

E32—(1986-1994) 7 series  F12—(2011) 6 series coupe 

E34—(1988-1995) 5 series  F13—(2011) 6 series convertible 

E36—(1991-1999) 3 series  F14—(2011) LC5 

E36/5—(1995-1998) 3 series compact (318ti) F25—(2011) X3 

E36/7—(1996-2002) Z3 series roadster 

E36/8—(1998-2002) Z3 series coupe 

E38—(1994-2001) 7 series 

E39—(1996-2003) 5 series 

E46/5—(2000-2004) 3 series compact  

E46/4—(1998-2005) 3 series sedan 

E46/3—(1999-2005) 3 series touring/sport wagon 

E46/2—(1999-2006) 3 series coupe 

E46/C—(1999-2006) 3 series convertible 

E52—(2000-2003) Z8 

E53—(2000-2006) X5 

E60—(2004-present) 5 Series 

E61—(2004-2007) 5 series touring/sports wagon 

E63—(2004-present) 6 series coupe 

E64—(2004-present) 6 series convertible 

E65—(2002-2007) 7 series short wheelbase 

E66—(2002-2007) 7 series long wheelbase 

E67—(2002-2007) 7 series protection 

E70—(2007-present) X5 

E83—(2004-present) X3 

E85—(2003-present) Z4 

E86—(2006-present) Z4 coupe 

E87—(2004-present) 1 series 

E88—(2008) 1 series convertible 

E89—(2009) Z4 roadster 

Smoky Bimmer Advertising Rates 

 
The Smoky Bimmer averages 200 mailings per issue to chapter members and 

an additional 115 to chapter presidents and newsletter editors across the US. 

 

The advertising rates are as follows: 

 

Full Page 

 

One Instance Ad     $75 

Two  Instance Ad    $140 

Four Instance Ad    $250 

 

1/2 Page 

 

One Instance Ad     $40 

Two  Instance Ad    $75 

Four Instance Ad    $140 

 

Business Card 

 

One Instance Ad     $15 

Two  Instance Ad    $30 

Four Instance Ad    $55 

 

For custom size ads, please contact Chris Lara @ kxlara@comcast.net. 

On a recent trip to New York, I had a meeting at one of our main 

offices at 590 Madison.  As I went out for lunch, I happened into 

the courtyard and this awesome M1 art car was on display.  

Some of you may never have seen an M1 in person and this one 

was just awesome. 

 

The body kit that is on this car was typically used in the M1 

racing series that BMW ended up using this car for, and with 

the massive rear wing and front spoiler, it’s got to be making a 

huge amount of down force.   

 

Interestingly enough, there was no crowd around this car, which 

was shocking to me, but I guess when you’re used to seeing new 

Ferrari’s, Lambo’s and the sort, a 30 year old BMW M1 is no big 

deal.   

 

This car was powered by the first of the 6 cylinder M engines 

that was the father to the E28 M5, and basis for my S14 pow-

ered E30 M3.   

 

I’ve posted more pictures to the club Facebook site, so check 

them out!! 
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Street Survival 2011 

Photos by Brian Kaldenbach.  

The Street Survival program includes a 

combination of classroom and driving 

time.  The driving exercises are performed 

in dry and some in wet conditions. 
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The weather...Great!  The students.. .Fantastic!  The Volunteers….Stellar!  This year’s Tire Rack Street Survival was held at Pel-

lissippi State for the second straight year.  There were about a dozen students that drove anything from economy cars to SUVs, 

and there was a full day of great car control exercises.   

 

If you’re new to the club, or not familiar with the Street Survival, this program was started about 10 years ago by a few members 

of the club and was then broken out and supported by the BMWCCA foundation.  Through the years, they have obtained many 

sponsors including the lead sponsor, The Tire Rack.  The course is offered by many chapters around the U.S.  It is a car control 

clinic for young drivers.  They participate in their own cars, so they can become familiar with how their specific car handles and 

reacts in emergency situations.  Your chapter has had well over 100 students through the years and many repeat participants. 

 

The event does take a lot of planning, and time from the volunteers, but through the past efforts of Cy Smith, Mike Washington, 

and a host of other volunteers, they’ve pretty much got it down.  This year, neither were able to participate, but Mike Hagood 

jumped right in and took over where they had left off to lead the large group of volunteers.  A BIG thank you goes out to all of the 

folks that work so  hard to make this event a success.   

 

As part of the school, we have a wet skid-pad exercise that the Karns Volunteer Fire Department was able to provide the man-

power and the water.  A HUGE thank you also goes out to them for being available and helping out with this great event. 

 

We hope to continue to provide the Street Survival program every year and continue to provide the education to our young driv-

ers.   It cannot be done without all of your support and time!  THANK YOU! 

Photos by Brian Kaldenbach.  
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Chapter Officers and Contacts: 
 

President:   Aaron Bakos 

   president@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Vice President:  Randy Hodges 

   vicepresident@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Treasurer:   Don Searle 

   treasurer@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

 

Secretary:   Dee Turner 

   Secretary@smokymtnbmwcca.org

    

NL Editor:   Chris Lara 

   editor@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

Tech Advisor:  Jeff Warren 

   techadvisor@smokymtnbmwcca.org

    

Webmaster:  Steve Berridge 

   webmaster@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Club Website:    WWW.SMOKYMTNBMWCCA.ORG 

Chapter Rewards! 

It’s been a while since we’ve visited the topic of resources available to 

you as a member, so here is a quick list. 

• Member Membership Rewards program—a rebate for purchasing 

a new or CPO BMW 

• Tool loaner program—there are several chapter members that 

have tools/resources that can help with do-it-yourself mainte-

nance and repairs, reset service lights, etc. 

• Grayson BMW Discount—make sure that tell them that you’re a 

BMWCCA member and you’ll receive a parts discount 

• Free classifieds—both here in the Smoky Bimmer and in the 

Roundel 

• Discounts from other supplies—please check the Roundel or 

Smoky Bimmer for local or national discounts 

• Repair advice—we’re fortunate to have extensive BMW history in 

the chapter and a lot of the members have extensive knowledge 

of the different models.   

• Tech Talk—Make sure that you read in the Roundel and also 

check out BMWCCA.ORG for technical answers and submit ques-

tions to the club technical liaisons. 

• Please send us your email address.  We are missing over 1/2 of 

the membership’s email addresses.   Please help us to communi-

cate with you. 

Contact Chris Lara for details or questions at kxlara@comcast.net 

The Time for Change       -Chris Lara 

A few months ago I wrote about my commitment to the Smoky Bimmer and to the club.  I’ve had to revisit this as of late 

and as my job requires more of my time.  I have certainly not lost any passion for the Smoky Bimmer, the BMWCCA or the 

marquee.  I still get excited to see an M car, a 4.8is X5, and many other models of BMW.  It’s come down to a matter of 

available time and being able to deliver a newsletter on a regular schedule. 

 

I know that we all struggle with balance in our lives at one time or another, and I will continue to write articles for the 

newsletter, but can no longer commit to the time that it takes to put together the full issue, and will be turning those reins 

over. 

 

It’s time for new blood in the newsletter and I invite all of you to get involved!  If you’re a new member, please don’t hesitate 

to submit content, we can always use new ideas.  Whether that’s just submitting a picture or two, writing a one time article 

or a regular column, anything is welcome.  Even a classified ad, we haven’t had any of those in quite some time, but they 

are free to members and it’s a great way to get the word out that you’re selling parts, or upgrading your BMW.   

 

I hope that you’ve all enjoyed the issues over the years, and as time frees up, you never know what the future will bring.  

Thank you for all your support over the years, and I’ll see you at a club event or meeting soon!! 

 



The Smoky Bimmer is the official publication of the Smoky Mountain Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc., and is not in any way connected with 

the Bavarian Motor Works AG or BMW of North America, Inc.  Material published in  The Smoky Bimmer may be reproduced by BMWCCA and its chapter 

publications with proper credit.  Other reproduction or use, in whole or in part, without written permission by the Club is prohibited.  The Club assumes no 

liability for any of the information, opinions or suggestions contained herein.  No factory approval is implied unless specifically stated.  Modifications within 

the warranty period of a vehicle may void the warranty.  The acceptance of advertising for any product or service in the Smoky Bimmer does not imply en-

dorsement for that product or service by the Club.  Classified ads are free to members.  Advertising rates are available upon request.  Contributions to the 

Calendar 

Date  Event Information    

 

7/1-7/3  Tarheel Chapter HPDE - VIR  

  

The BMWCCA Tarheel Chapter is hosting a High Perform-

ance Driving Event at Virginia International Raceway. Con-

tact the Tarheel Chapter for information.  

 

7/8-7/10 PBOC HDPE - VIR  

 

The Porsche BMW Owners Club (PBOC) is hosting a High 

Performance Driving Event at Road Atlanta. Contact the 

PBOC for details!  

 

7/19  Monthly Chapter Meeting 

 

6:30-8PM—Cheddars on Clinton Hwy.  

5615 Clinton Highway, Knoxville  865-687-3466  

 

8/19-8/21 Buckeye Chapter HPDE - Mid-Ohio  

 

The BMWCCA Buckeye Chapter is hosting a High Perform-

ance Driving Event at Mid-Ohio Raceway. Contact the Buck-

eye Chapter for information!  

 

8/23  Monthly Chapter Meeting 

 
6:30-8PM—Quaker Steak and Lube 

5616 Merchants Center Boulevard, Knoxville 865-687-0399 

 

 

For the latest on events, check the chapter 

website!! 

P.O. Box 52223 

Knoxville, TN  37950-2223 

Editor:  Chris Lara 

Email:  kxlara@comcast.net 

S m o k y M o u n t a in  
C h a p t e r ,  B M W CC A 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

Michael Bean   Paul D’Angelo 

Ronald Geouque  Ronnie Griffith 

Gregory Gullord  Paul Josten 

Melissa Keith   Lee Lewis 

Matthew McCain  Lyndon Morgan 

Mark Puglisi   James Root 

Brenda Sellers   Mark Stewart 

Dawn Tesh   Michael Van Camp 

Andrew Venable  Ursula Weiland 

Ross Young   Bin Zhu 

Frank Bakos   Isaac Browder 

Daniel Dalton   Clarissa Geyer 

William Gilbert  Ernest Humphreys 

John Kemp   Raymond Lopp 

Jennifer Manning  James Mathews 

Meredith Meadows  Samuel Meisler 

Jennifer Mosely  Jeffrey Ohlrich 

Elmar Rummert  Michael Sonja 

 


